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CLEMENT OF ROME 
Not much is known about Clement.  He was a leading figure in the early Christian community in Rome. 
Likely he knew both Peter and Paul. Tradition has it he was martyred around 100.C.E. Several letters have 
been attributed to Clement, but the only widely recognized extant document is a letter he wrote to the 
church at Corinth, from which the following excerpts come. 

The text is from the Christian Classics Ethereal Library, and is in the public domain. 
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf01.toc.html 

Letter of Clement to the Corinthians 

CHAPTER 1 -- SALUTATION, AND PRAISE FOR THE CORINTHIANS BEFORE SCHISM BROKE 
FORTH AMONG THEM. 

The Church of God which sojourns at Rome, to the Church of God sojourning at Corinth, to those who are 
called and sanctified by the will of God, through our Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you, and peace, from 
Almighty God through Jesus Christ, be multiplied. 

Owing, dear brethren, to the sudden and successive calamitous events which have happened to ourselves, 
we feel that we have been somewhat tardy in turning our attention to the points respecting which you 
consulted us; and especially to that shameful and detestable sedition, utterly abhorrent to the elect of God, 
which a few rash and self-confident persons have kindled to such a pitch of frenzy, that your venerable and 
illustrious name, worthy to be universally loved, has suffered grievous injury. For who ever dwelt even for 
a short time among you, and did not find your faith to be as fruitful of virtue as it was firmly established? 
Who did not admire the sobriety and moderation of your godliness in Christ? Who did not proclaim the 
magnificence of your habitual hospitality? And who did not rejoice over your perfect and well-grounded 
knowledge? For you did all things without respect of persons, and walked in the commandments of God, 
being obedient to those who had the rule over you, and giving all fitting honour to the presbyters among 
you. You enjoined young men to be of a sober and serious mind; you instructed your wives to do all things 
with a blameless, becoming, and pure conscience, loving their husbands as in duty bound; and you taught 
them that, living in the rule of obedience, they should manage their household affairs becomingly, and be in 
every respect marked by discretion. 

CHAPTER 2 -- PRAISE OF THE CORINTHIANS CONTINUED. 

Moreover, you were all distinguished by humility, and were in no respect puffed up with pride, but yielded 
obedience rather than extorted it, and were more willing to give than to receive? Content with the provision 
which God had made for you, and carefully attending to His words, you were inwardly filled with His 
doctrine, and His sufferings were before your eyes. Thus a profound and abundant peace was given to you 
all, and you had an insatiable desire for doing good, while a full outpouring of the Holy Spirit was upon 
you all. Full of holy designs, and with true earnestness of mind and a godly confidence, you stretched forth 
your hands to God Almighty, beseeching Him to be merciful to you, if you had been guilty of any 
involuntary transgression. Day and night you were anxious for the whole brotherhood, that the number of 
God's elect might be saved with mercy and a good conscience. You were sincere and uncorrupted, and 
forgetful of injuries between one another. Every kind of faction and schism was abominable in your sight. 
You mourned over the transgressions of your neighhours: their deficiencies you deemed your own. You 
never grudged any act of kindness, being "ready to every good work." Adorned by a thoroughly virtuous 
and religious life, you did all things in the fear of God. The commandments and ordinances of the Lord 
were written upon the tablets of your hearts. 

CHAPTER 3 -- THE SAD STATE OF THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH AFTER SEDITION AROSE IN IT 
FROM ENVY AND EMULATION. 
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Every kind of honour and happiness was bestowed upon you, and then was fulfilled that which is written, 
"My beloved ate and drink, and was enlarged and became fat, and kicked." Hence flowed emulation and 
envy, strife and sedition, persecution and disorder, war and captivity. So the worthless rose up against the 
honoured, those of no reputation against such as were renowned, the foolish against the wise, the young 
against those advanced in years. For this reason righteousness and peace are now far departed from you, 
inasmuch as every one abandons the fear of God, and is become blind in His faith, neither walks in the 
ordinances of His appointment, nor acts a part becoming a Christian, but walks after his own wicked lusts, 
resuming the practice of an unrighteous and ungodly envy, by which death itself entered into the world. 

CHAPTER 4 -- MANY EVILS HAVE ALREADY FLOWED FROM THIS SOURCE IN ANCIENT 
TIMES. 

For thus it is written: "And it came to pass after certain days, that Cain brought of the fruits of the earth a 
sacrifice to God; and Abel also brought of the firstlings of his sheep, and of the fat thereof. And God had 
respect to Abel and to his offerings, but Cain and his sacrifices He did not regard. And Cain was deeply 
grieved, and his countenance fell. And God said to Cain, Why are you grieved, and why is your 
countenance fallen? If you offer rightly, but do not divide rightly, have you not sinned? Be at peace: your 
offering returns to yourself, and you shall again possess it. And Cain said to Abel his brother, Let us go into 
the field. And it came to pass, while they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and 
killed him." You see, brethren, how envy and jealousy led to the murder of a brother. Through envy, also, 
our father Jacob fled from the face of Esau his brother. Envy made Joseph be persecuted unto death, and to 
come into bondage. Envy compelled Moses to flee from the face of Pharaoh king of Egypt, when he heard 
these words from his fellow countryman, "Who made you a judge or a ruler over us? Will you kill me, as 
you killed the Egyptian yesterday?" On account of envy, Aaron and Miriam had to make their home outside 
of the camp. Envy brought down Dathan and Abiram alive to Hades, through the sedition which they 
excited against God's servant Moses. Through envy, David underwent the hatred not only of foreigners, but 
was also persecuted by Saul king of Israel. 

CHAPTER 5 -- NO LESS EVILS HAVE ARISEN FROM THE SAME SOURCE IN THE MOST 
RECENT TIMES. THE MARTYRDOM OF PETER AND PAUL. 

But not to dwell upon ancient examples, let us come to the most recent spiritual heroes. Let us take the 
noble examples furnished in our own generation. Through envy and jealousy, the greatest and most 
righteous pillars [of the Church] have been persecuted and put to death. Let us set before our eyes the 
illustrious apostles. Peter, through unrighteous envy, endured not one or two, but numerous labours, and 
when he had finally suffered martyrdom, departed to the place of glory due to him. Owing to envy, Paul 
also obtained the reward of patient endurance, after being seven times thrown into captivity, compelled to 
flee, and stoned. After preaching both in the east and west, he gained the illustrious reputation due to his 
faith, having taught righteousness to the whole world, and come to the extreme limit of the west, and 
suffered martyrdom under the prefects. Thus was he removed from the world, and went into the holy place, 
having proved himself a striking example of patience. 

CHAPTER 6 -- CONTINUATION. SEVERAL OTHER MARTYRS. 

To these men who spent their lives in the practice of holiness, there is to be added a great multitude of the 
elect, who, having through envy endured many indignities and tortures, furnished us with a most excellent 
example. Through envy, those women, the Danaids and Dircae, being persecuted, after they had suffered 
terrible and unspeakable torments, finished the course of their faith with steadfastness, and though weak in 
body, received a noble reward. Envy has alienated wives from their husbands, and changed that saying of 
our father Adam, "This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh." Envy and strife have overthrown 
great cities and rooted up mighty nations. 

CHAPTER 7 -- AN EXHORTATION TO REPENTANCE. 
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These things, beloved, we write to you, not merely to admonish you of your duty, but also to remind 
ourselves. For we are struggling in the same arena, and the same conflict is assigned to both of us. So let us 
give up vain and fruitless cares, and approach to the glorious and venerable rule of our holy calling. Let us 
attend to what is good, pleasing, and acceptable in the sight of Him who formed us. Let us look steadfastly 
to the blood of Christ, and see how precious that blood is to God, which, having been shed for our 
salvation, has set the grace of repentance before the whole world. Let us turn to every age that has passed, 
and learn that, from generation to generation, the Lord has granted a place of repentance to all who would 
be converted to Him. Noah preached repentance, and as many as listened to him were saved. Jonah 
proclaimed destruction to the Ninevites; but they, repenting of their sins, propitiated God by prayer, and 
obtained salvation, although they were aliens [to the covenant] of God. 

CHAPTER 8 -- CONTINUATION RESPECTING REPENTANCE. 

The ministers of the grace of God have, by the Holy Spirit, spoken of repentance; and the Lord of all things 
has himself declared with an oath regarding it, "As I live, says the Lord, I desire not the death of the sinner, 
but rather his repentance;" adding, moreover, this gracious declaration: "Repent O house of Israel, of your 
iniquity. Say to the children of My people, Though your sins reach from earth to heaven, and though they 
be redder than scarlet, and blacker than sackcloth, if you turn to Me with your whole heart, and say, Father! 
I will listen to you, as to a holy people." And in another place He says: "Wash, and become clean; put away 
the wickedness of your souls from before my eyes; cease from your evil ways, and learn to do well; seek 
out judgment, deliver the oppressed, judge the fatherless, and see that justice is done to the widow; and 
come, and let us reason together. He declares, "Though your sins be like crimson, I will make them white 
as snow; though they be like scarlet, I will whiten them like wool. And if you are willing and obey Me, you 
shall eat the good of the land; but if you refuse, and will not listen to Me, the sword shall devour you, for 
the mouth of the Lord has spoken these things." Desiring, therefore, that all His beloved should be 
partakers of repentance, He has, by His almighty will, established [these declarations]. 

CHAPTER 9 -- EXAMPLES OF THE SAINTS. 

So let us yield obedience to His excellent and glorious will; and imploring His mercy and loving-kindness, 
while we forsake all fruitless labours, and strife, and envy, which leads to death, let us turn and have 
recourse to His compassions. Let us steadfastly contemplate those who have perfectly ministered to His 
excellent glory. Let us take (for instance) Enoch, who, being found righteous in obedience, was translated, 
and death was never known to happen to him? Noah, being found faithful, preached regeneration to the 
world through his ministry; and the Lord saved by him the animals which, with one accord, entered into the 
ark. 

CHAPTER 10 -- CONTINUATION OF THE ABOVE. 

Abraham, called "the friend," was found faithful, inasmuch as he obeyed the words of God. He, in the 
exercise of obedience, went out from his own country, and from his kindred, and from his father's house, in 
order that, by forsaking a small territory, and a weak family, and an insignificant house, he might inherit 
the promises of God. For God said to him, "Leave your country, and your kindred, and your father's house, 
and go into the land which I shall show you. And I will make you a great nation, and will bless you, and 
make your name great, and you shall be blessed. And I will bless those who bless you, and curse those who 
curse you; and in you shall all the families of the earth be blessed." And again, on his departing from Lot, 
God said to him. "Lift up your eyes, and look from the place where you now are, northward, and 
southward, and eastward, and westward; for all the land which you see, to you will I give it, and to your 
seed for ever. And I will make your seed as the dust of the earth, [so that] if a man can number the dust of 
the earth, then shall your seed also be numbered." And again [the Scripture] says, "God brought forth 
Abram, and said to him, Look up now to heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them; so 
shall your seed be. And Abram believed God, and it was counted to him for righteousness." On account of 
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his faith and hospitality, a son was given him in his old age; and in the exercise of obedience, he offered 
him as a sacrifice to God on one of the mountains which He showed him. 
 
CHAPTER 22 -- THESE EXHORTATIONS ARE CONFIRMED BY THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, WHICH 
PROCLAIMS THE MISERY OF SINFUL CONDUCT. 

Now the faith which is in Christ confirms all these [admonitions]. For He Himself by the Holy Ghost thus 
addresses us: "Come, you children, listen to Me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. What man is he that 
desires life, and loves to see good days? Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking guile. 
Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and 
His ears are [open] to their prayers. The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, to cut off the 
remembrance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard him, and delivered him out of 
all his troubles." "Many are the stripes [appointed for] the wicked; but mercy shall compass those about 
who hope in the Lord." 

CHAPTER 23 -- BE HUMBLE, AND BELIEVE THAT CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN. 

The all-merciful and beneficent Father has bowels [of compassion] towards those who fear Him, and kindly 
and lovingly bestows His favours upon those who come to Him with a simple mind. So let us not be 
double-minded; neither let our soul be lifted up on account of His exceedingly great and glorious gifts. Far 
from us be that which is written, "Wretched are they who are of a double mind, and of a doubting heart; 
who say, These things we have heard even in the times of our fathers; but, behold, we have grown old, and 
none of them has happened to us.." You foolish ones! compare yourselves to a tree: take [for instance] the 
vine. First of all, it sheds its leaves, then it buds, next it puts forth leaves, and then it flowers; after that 
comes the sour grape, and then follows the ripened fruit. You perceive how in a little time the fruit of a tree 
comes to maturity. Of a truth, soon and suddenly shall His will be accomplished, as the Scripture also bears 
witness, saying, "Speedily will He come, and will not tarry;" and, "The Lord shall suddenly come to His 
temple, even the Holy One, for whom you look." 

CHAPTER 24 -- GOD CONTINUALLY SHOWS US IN NATURE THAT THERE WILL BE A 
RESURRECTION. 

Let us consider, beloved, how the Lord continually proves to us that there shall be a future resurrection, of 
which He has rendered the Lord Jesus Christ the first-fruits by raising Him from the dead. Let us 
contemplate, beloved, the resurrection which is at all times taking place. Day and night declare to us a 
resurrection. The night sinks to sleep, and the day arises; the day [again] departs, and the night comes on. 
Let us behold the fruits [of the earth], how the sowing of grain takes place. The sower goes forth, and casts 
it into the ground; and the seed being thus scattered, though dry and naked when it fell upon the earth, is 
gradually dissolved. Then out of its dissolution the mighty power of the providence of the Lord raises it up 
again, and from one seed many arise and bring forth fruit. 

CHAPTER 25 -- THE PHOENIX AN EMBLEM OF OUR RESURRECTION. 

Let us consider that wonderful sign [of the resurrection] which takes place in Eastern lands, that is, in 
Arabia and the countries round about. There is a certain bird which is called a phoenix. This is the only one 
of its kind, and lives five hundred years. And when the time of its dissolution draws near that it must die, it 
builds itself a nest of frankincense, and myrrh, and other spices, into which, when the time is fulfilled, it 
enters and dies. But as the flesh decays a certain kind of worm is produced, which, being nourished by the 
juices of the dead bird, brings forth feathers. Then, when it has acquired strength, it takes up that nest in 
which are the bones of its parent, and bearing these it passes from the land of Arabia into Egypt, to the city 
called Heliopolis. And, in open day, flying in the sight of all men, it places them on the altar of the sun, and 
having done this, hastens back to its former abode. The priests then inspect the registers of the dates, and 
find that it has returned exactly as the five hundredth year was completed. 
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CHAPTER 26 -- WE SHALL RISE AGAIN, THEN, AS THE SCRIPTURE ALSO TESTIFIES. 

Do we then deem it any great and wonderful thing for the Maker of all things to raise up again those who 
have piously served Him in the assurance of a good faith, when even by a bird He shows us the mightiness 
of His power to fulfil His promise? For [the Scripture] says in a certain place, "You shall raise me up, and I 
shall confess to You;" and again, "I laid down, and slept; I awaked, because You are with me;" and again, 
Job says, "you shall raise up this flesh of mine, which has suffered all these things." 

CHAPTER 27 -- IN THE HOPE OF THE RESURRECTION, LET US CLEAVE TO THE 
OMNIPOTENT AND OMNISCIENT GOD. 

Having then this hope, let our souls be bound to Him who is faithful in His promises, and just in His 
judgments. He who has commanded us not to lie, shall much more Himself not lie; for nothing is 
impossible with God, except to lie. Let His faith therefore be stirred up again within us, and let us consider 
that all things are nigh unto Him. By the word of His might He established all things, and by His word He 
can overthrow them. "Who shall say to Him, What have you done? or, Who shall resist the power of His 
strength?" When and as He pleases He will do all things, and none of the things determined by Him shall 
pass away? All things are open before Him, and nothing can be hidden from His counsel. "The heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows His handy-work. Day to day utters speech, and night to 
night shows knowledge. And there are no words or speeches of which the voices are not heard." 

CHAPTER 28 -- GOD SEES ALL THINGS: THEREFORE LET US AVOID TRANSGRESSION. 

Since then all things are seen and heard [by God], let us fear Him, and forsake those wicked works which 
proceed from evil desires; so that, through His mercy, we may be protected from the judgments to come. 
For whither can any of us flee from His mighty hand? Or what world will receive any of those who run 
away from Him? For the Scripture says in a certain place, "Whither shall I go, and where shall I be hid 
from Your presence? If I ascend into heaven, You are there; if I go away even to the uttermost parts of the 
earth, there is Your right hand; if I make my bed in the abyss, there is Your Spirit." Whither, then, shall any 
one go, or where shall he escape from Him who comprehends all things? 

CHAPTER 29 -- LET US ALSO DRAW NEAR TO GOD IN PURITY OF HEART. 

Let us then draw near to Him with holiness of spirit, lifting up pure and undefiled hands to Him, loving our 
gracious and merciful Father, who has made us partakers in the blessings of His elect. For thus it is written, 
"When the Most High divided the nations, when He scattered the sons of Adam, He fixed the bounds of the 
nations according to the number of the angels of God. His people Jacob became the portion of the Lord, 
and Israel the lot of His inheritance." And in another place [the Scripture] says, "Behold, the Lord takes to 
Himself a nation out of the midst of the nations, as a man takes the first-fruits of his threshing-floor; and 
from that nation shall come forth the Most Holy. 

CHAPTER 30 -- LET US DO THOSE THINGS THAT PLEASE GOD, AND FLEE FROM THOSE HE 
HATES, THAT WE MAY BE BLESSED. 

Seeing, therefore, that we are the portion of the Holy One, let us do all those things which pertain to 
holiness, avoiding all evil-speaking, all abominable and impure embraces, together with all drunkenness, 
seeking after change, all abominable lusts, detestable adultery, and execrable pride. "For God," says [the 
Scripture], "resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble." Let us cleave, then, to those to whom grace 
has been given by God. Let us clothe ourselves with concord and humility, ever exercising self-control, 
standing far off from all whispering and evil-speaking, being justified by our works, and not our words. For 
[the Scripture] says, "He that speaks much, shall also hear much in answer. And does he that is ready in 
speech deem himself righteous? Blessed is he that is born of woman, who lives but a short time: be not 
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given to much speaking." Let our praise be in God, and not of ourselves; for God hates those who 
commend themselves. Let testimony to our good deeds be borne by others, as it was in the case of our 
righteous forefathers. Boldness, and arrogance, and audacity belong to those that are accursed of God; but 
moderation, humility, and meekness to such as are blessed by Him. 

CHAPTER 31 -- LET US SEE BY WHAT MEANS WE MAY OBTAIN THE DIVINE BLESSING. 

Let us cleave then to His blessing, and consider what are the means of possessing it. Let us think over the 
things which have taken place from the beginning. For what reason was our father Abraham blessed? was it 
not because he wrought righteousness and truth through faith? Isaac, with perfect confidence, as if knowing 
what was to happen, cheerfully yielded himself as a sacrifice. Jacob, through reason of his brother, went 
forth with humility from his own land, and came to Laban and served him; and there was given to him the 
sceptre of the twelve tribes of Israel. 

CHAPTER 32 -- WE ARE JUSTIFIED NOT BY OUR OWN WORKS, BUT BY FAITH. 

Whosoever will candidly consider each particular, will recognise the greatness of the gifts which were 
given by him. For from him have sprung the priests and all the Levites who minister at the altar of God. 
From him also [was descended] our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. From him [arose] kings, 
princes, and rulers of the race of Judah. Nor are his other tribes in small glory, inasmuch as God had 
promised, "Your seed shall be as the stars of heaven." All these, therefore, were highly honoured, and made 
great, not for their own sake, or for their own works, or for the righteousness which they wrought, but 
through the operation of His will. And we, too, being called by His will in Christ Jesus, are not justified by 
ourselves, nor by our own wisdom, or understanding, or godliness, or works which we have wrought in 
holiness of heart; but by that faith through which, from the beginning, Almighty God has justified all men; 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.	
  


