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First of all, I'd like to welcome everyone bac CS, 
especially all thc new incoming students. One major piece of 
news is that this i s  the first issue of Transnrission that has been 
made available to undergraduate students as well as graduate 
students. I'd like to encourage all students to contact us if 
they would like to get involved in the newsletter, or if they 
have a topic that they would like us to cover. The back panel 
of the issue contains all our contact information. 

Since it is "thar time of year" I thought I'd extend a few 
pointers to all the new people. I'm not an expert, but I'm the 
busybody that runs this rag, so that is good enough. 
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1 )  Learn to laueh at vot ,hat 
many of the students who 
problems adjusting because ot thelr living situations. St. 
John's apartments aren't always the greatest, and whether 
ir is discovering that first mouse and wondering if it is a 
rat. or simply noticing that the black patches of mold in 
your bathroom now require their own area code, we've all 
been there before. If laughing doesn't help, ask around 
and move. People are always looking for roommates and 
someone always has a couch you can sleep on for a few 
days. Look into serting a study carrel in the library if you 
can't work at home. 

2) Realize vour stress is internal. Most of .-- ----- 
universip feeling like a fraud and 1 

home. It is important to realize tha 
doubts from lime ro time, and that lney are rrrusl I I K ~ I ~  

internat. rather than external, pressures. Instead of trying 
to keep up the front, admit your feelings of inadequacy 
once in awhile. You'll see we" all in the same boat! 

3) Start researching early. Frequently, it is almost time 
to pass in a paper and people are sxill changing topics. By 
deciding on a topic early, you have time to organize 
logical thoughts and arguments on the topic. You can 
discuss it more in class and whenever the mood strikes 
you. Maybe the topic isn't the best in the world, but 
youke written the best paper about it, which is preferable 
to a great idea which is shoddily executed. 

4) Don't believe evewthing you hear. Academically, 
believing the rumor mill can be really problematic. We're 
all different, and so are our experiences with ever)r 
assignment and every professor. 1 remember hearing 
initially that a few of the professors were "hard" or  that a 
course was boring or difficult. In retrospect, that 
your fellow students make or  break the cour! nost 
classes rely on group participation and semir 

5 )  Get away from academics once in awhile. Vent! Go 
to the gym, grab a coffee, get involved in a group, go to a 
party, but give your social side or creative side a chance 
to breathe. Your work will wait for vou! 4 
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YAE 2003 IN ST. PIERRE: k STUDENTS' P E R S P E ~ I V E  BY 
HEATHER KING 

Without a doubt, anending the Vernacular Architecture 
Forum in St-Pierre et Miquelon (SPM) from June 3 to June 8 
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was the cspcri thc oppor for me. 
The things t le rn the han nd the 
intcraction wit :adcmics over 
Nonh America cannot be easily duplicated. This was paired 
with the emcial information provided in the field guide which 
was prepared by Rodrigue Girardin and Gerald Pocius, "A 
Sidd Guide to the Vernacular Architecture of SI-Pierre and 
Miquelon." 

The minute I walked out of customs clearance at St-Pierse 
1 knew I had made the right decision to attend this meeting. 
Two colleagues from Lavat and 1 were greeted by Gary 
Stanton. We were given reservation cards for the restaurants 
we had selected for all of our evening meals. Next we were 
given all of the necessary materials for this meeting in a neat, 
well-organized package. Dr. Stanton also gave us a gift with 
compliments from the St-Pierre Museam, L'Arche. We were 
then whisked off to our Pension via a complimentary cab. 
Later, I was totally impressed when I learned that St-Pierre 
had honoured the VAF by labelling a wine in their name and 
had issued a commemorative postage stamp to mark this 
occasion. 

Our exhausting schedules were full. Activities began at 
8:40 every morning, and continued to 7 pm. This was usually 
followed by a 7- 8:?0 pm reception. There were three major 
receptions besides the opening reception: one was hosted by 
the Newfoundland and Labrador Government; another by the 
Mayor of Miql Y 
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champaye  an1 t 
9 pm., and it ~ f r d h  I I.JU ur rater velure we reiireu IUI IIIC rj~gr~i. 

In the first three days, we visired Ile-aux-Marins twice, n 
whole day was devoted to Miquelon and Langlade, and we did 
waIking tours of St-Pierre and visited the outskins of St- 
Pierre. There was a good balance of guided and self-guided 
tours. The open-house tours o f  Ile-aux-Marins, Miquelon. 
Congelade and St-Pierre were amazing. Unfortunately in St- 
Pierre, it was not possible to visit all VAF designated 
buildings; but a list was provided to assist in making choices. 

On day four papers were presented at the centre Culturel et 
Sportif. St-Pierre. This was the day I looked forward to. The 
discussions varied from the vernacular architecture of Irving 
sas stations in Atlantic Canada, to a study of War Memorials 
in the United States, and the technique o f  making adobe 
bricks. What really frustrated me was that I wanted to  hear all 
of the papers but that was not possible because of the 
simultaneous sessions. Presenters used dual slide projectors. 
One presenter had a sIide catapult from a projector, bus he 
remained calm and professional despite his troubles. 

The final afternoon roundtable discussion was important. 
This was an idea session with key people from SPM. It was 
about the frustrating, task of how to preserve significant 
buildings of SPM from destruction, and yet maintain their 
viability. This demonstrated the possibi tity of academics and 
communities working together. 

It is important to note that the schedule for this VAF 
meeting does not give the whole picture of this conference. It 
shows that i t  took a tremendous amount of effori lo organize 
and coordinate this meeting, and indeed it was a job  well done. 
However, you cannot imagine the value of thc kinds of 
discussions and exchanges of ideas that happen spontaneously 




























