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Whot is Culture & Tradition8 

&re & TradHion is Canada's longest running bilingual folklore loumal. PuWing for more than twenty 
years in b t h  h h  and Engiish, Cuhre & T d o n  is currently run by gradv* students in Whre at 
Memoriol U n M i .  

C u b  & T d r f i o n  (CfltT) accepts articles in French and English in subject mutters of d i s c i $ i n q  
i-t, employing either &notogiQol or folkMc methodology. This may include ethnology, 
anthmpdosy, cultuml d ies,  om1 history, warnen's studies, popular mltvm, museum studies, adled 
folktom, and he lib. 

Published artides hesre addressed topics in ha trodition01 oh, music, foodwoys, architecturn, beliefs, 
cultural &logy, ~upaHonal  foiklom, and he social skucture of ngiorwl, ethnic and mlighs 
folklore in C o d .  Studies focusing on topia of import to Gnada, ksed on reseamh conduded at 
home or abroad, are mapid. Sfudiea based In b r n  Ganada o n  encouraged, 

The ioumul encourages submission od bodr ond multi-mdi (QMZOM, mmic, film, website) reviews. tf 
you hare questions mgarhng the appiiility of the subject mdbr for review, please confact the Book or 
M u l t h d i a  Rwiew Editors a# culhdmun.ca. 

An Index of past bum1 ortIcles and oher information abut C!?7, including current s u h p t h  rates can 
be found on our w e b  at www.ucs.rnun.ca/-cultum, 

Vol. 26, a spclal issue on "Shldent Life and Campus Cusfoms* is mailable for putchase for $15. 
Conkt culture@mun.a. 

Vol. 27 is currently In pduction under the edhdal direction of Andm Km. 6%T is always lo&ng for 
U to get imolved. join us at the f i a t  &ng of the school year b find oed w h t  role you can pfay 
in the produeHal d Culture & Trodition. 
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i ~ m ~ e r  V O ~  27 of C U I ~  & ~ . d t f i w t .  ~ d y  $1 5 for students! I 
I 
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I See what graduate students are writing about! I 
I ' Name: / Address: 
I 
I 
i 
/ Fill in this form and mail with your cheque to: 
I 
t 
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Carlibre & Tradition 
Memorial Uni- of Newfoua.bd 
Box 21, E E c W  Bldg 
St. JoQn's, NL 



Did you hear about Professor Wand-So? 
Jan Tulk 

Iremembetmydays a s o m u n d q m b t e  
student in the -01 of Music here at 
Memorid U n k d y .  A f k  fdhg in love 
with ethno&cology and deciding to ditch 
the music education degree pgm for a 
major in musk history d lhmhm, 1 
started enrolling in as many music history or 
~ c 0 1 0 g y  coma  as possible. Oh, the 
b- in the buiIdiug when Jazz and Blues 
w a s ~ b y D r . P e t e r M ~ l S e v e t r J , o f  
my d c  school fiends were d o u s  to 
enrolf, and enroll we did. 

And w8 thoroughly enjoyed the muse -the 
d c  was fantastic! But 1 member the fear 
and trepidation as the mid-term exam 
appmached. We'd all heard about Peter's 
tests. We all hew what we were in for. It 
was true, it Itadto be true. Afterall, I heard it 
&om a fiend, who h d  it &om one of her 
friends, who said it happened So we all 
hewwhat we wereinfix Oh ye. That 
idamus exam question: "In such-and-such 
fifm. what was so-and-so's hat made off 
Yq we'd hard tb Petex expected us to 
pay great maltion to detail whiie watchiqg 
*. Now, we didn't h o w  which jlm the 
question w d  be about and we d y  
didn't know which person the question 
d d  be asked abouf but the @on 
would be there, because it had been in the 
pakAditcamefmmafri.iendofafki&, 
so it had to be true. 

Perhaps the film would be A Great Dqv m 
Hwlem. Maybe the person k the hat would 
be Srtnmy Rushing or Buck Clayton or Roy m? No! Thelonhs Monk D&My 
'lklonius Monk! Yes, the question would 
be "Inthe~AG&DayinHwkrn, 
what was Thelotius Monk's hat made ofl" 
Yes, that must be it. 

Well, in fact, I don't r e d l  whether I was 
ever asked such a question about any person 
or film. And I don't have the mid-- exam 
to verify the fact either way. W ifit wasn't 
a question on my mid-term, it had been on 
&-terms in the past. M e d l ,  I did hear 
from a &nd who heard from a ilimd, so it 
mmtbetruel 

Yam later, when in a situation where peers 
were discussing the a q  and unexpected 
quc£itions that professors w d  put on 
exams, I would atways pull this story out of 
my w o i r e .  It was always a bit. And, of 
course, I took a little artistic license in the 
perfomam. Yes, I told them that it had 
indeed been a quation on an exan that I had 
W e n ,  and I, of came, had no idea what 
the bloody hat was made out ofl Why would 
I care what Thd~nius Monk's hat was mwk 
of on tbat Great* in Hmlem? Who asks 
that sort of q d o n  anyway? And I enjoyed 
the shocked expressions on the faces of my 
audience and their r a s h g  comments that 
probsors do thw things and it redly is 
ridiculous behaviour for an admit. 

A few years have passed since I last 
p ~ t h a t r w n o u r a s a p e r s o d  
expriamnarrativeaadImyselfhave@un 
teaching. The dory of Peter's infamous ercadn 

question disappeared in the recesses of my 
memory sometime after taking the genre 
m m e a n d l e a r n i n g s b o u t ~ q  
legends and rumour and the sort. But came 
backwithavmgeance, sotospealt,inMay. 

Sitting at Sun Sushi with a I l iad one m n q  
afternoon, two of my former students from 
Music 3005: ~~ of Opera arrived 
and sat at a table close to me. We =changed 
p w  salutatiom and returtlgd to our 



mpedive cowdons.  Then one of my 
students approached my table and we 
&tkd a little about the amme, gtaduatiofl 
recitals, d tbe like. I suppose he was 
feeling more comfurtab1e with me, beawe 
he asked if1 h e w  about the rumour that had 
been circulating about me. Strmned I replied, 
'Wo," arad he recounted the stmy fbr me. 

WeMl Appat.ently I have a ten year old son 
that no one told me ahout (which, by the 
way, would mean that I had him in high 
s c h l ) .  Orme of my stu- knew this 
wasn't @bIy true because he's hmwn me 
for the past nine yeam, but his protestalions 
didn't do much to stop th rumour. Aud 
where did it come from? Supposedly I talked 
by this inf$mous ten year old son during one 
of my Iectms - I must not have been 
pmmt fbr that one! One stud- was 
adrunaffitthatshehadheardmetalkaboutmy 
rkoxwxhent teal year old son and soon the 
entire -1 of Music h e w  about hlm. 

Well, the entire School minw one -me. Was 
it the commentImadeoaedayabout my 
young cousin? Perhaps it was a 
m i a d w d i n g  as I discwd exoticism in 
B m t b W  (another student had talked 
about a child she knew who doyed tbt 
movie). Or maybe this student was simply 
deep during my class that day and had quite 
thedream! I can't say for certaia, nor will1 
e v e r h ~ ~ ~ w h o c a n s a y ~ ~  
unbelievable @& believed) pieces ofklklore 
come hm? 

So, I: guess that what goes amund really 
does come wound. I who have passed the 
storia about Professor X have now -me 
Professor X But I have to that 
rumour is one of h Gnniest moments of my 
He, d the more having hung out with 
fokhrh  for a few yews... 

Be in the Know! 
Sarah Moore 

Joining Pmfwiod ??i&&ea 
So, you want f Q be a folklorist. Great! One of the best ways to get to know people is to join 
p m M d  academic societies - there are maay in varied d i s c i p b  such as folklore, 
mthropology, c u h d  studies, popular music, you get the idea. By joining such a group you will 
d v e  group new&#ers with am& information fm mmihm, a copy of the society's joumat, 
and sometimes, membership to specialty listsms. When you join a society, you have the 
o p p o ~  to go (and pmmt at) ruzrmal cm&mcq plus you get to network with people you 
only m e d  of meeting! Conlkmces are a great way to present your unique resew&, while 
building up your C.V. and gain@ valuable experience at the m e  timef 

FSAC ([cn/acef) 
The F0khm studies h S O G k h l 0 f  Canada Wl d c0nf- h 
and pub- the bi-amud journal Etholqgies. Membership in this d o n  is only $25, 
which inchdm a subwriptiw to the journal. There are qpmtudties for studerrts to get involved 
in the d o n  as repraenhtiva, gaining excelIent experience for the future, and students may 



submit paperrs or book reviews. 

Yau m y  join FSACIACEF by downloading a printable fbrm from their web- 
. ,  

(htta ://www. celat .ulaval. d&!o m.htrn)  d mding it to the FSAC Semhry.  The cost of 
membaship is $25 CDN fbr students. 

AFS@ttD:/lwww -. . ? ' !  .finct.odmdedkn) 
The A m h  Folklore Society organizes an d cod- h tbr: United S-. This y w ' s  
m & m  will be held in h f h a u k ,  Wlsoonsin fmm Oct. 18-22, aad its theme is " H o m h d s  
and Diasporas." The 2007 AFS mdmnce will be jointly held with FSAC and is set to meet in 
Q u b C i t y .  ~ ~ i s ~ m ~ v e r y e x ~ & a a e x d ~ o p ~ t y t o m e e t  
leading fblklorists h m  other otheruntria. 

As a member you will receive 4 h of the JbwmI q f A m e r i m  Folklore ye*, as well as six 
issues of American FoZkiore Sucfe@ Nms per year. Membership benefits indude a 20% W t  
on conferme -on, a 20% discount on purchases to the Smitbnian FoHrways 
catalogue, an 85% discaunt for pre-publication purchases for the MLNAFS anuual international 
bibliupphy of folklore &ohhip and an excbivc md- directory of fbIklo&s 
Cmcluclq areas of specialty), 

A membership to AFS costs $35 USi) and you may @sta for mmbmhip, the 
codkmnce, or both, ontine- 

IWLR ~ t ~ o n a l  Society for Contemporary Legend Research) 
httu ~IWWW. nanam. e d d / t v / ~ & l i s c l r . ~  

IASPM ( h t d o d  Amciation for the Study of Popular WC) 
//www.iaqlnca/ 

C S I M  ( M a n  Society for Traditional Music) 
&://www.vorlar.ca/W 

ISFN ( h t d o d  Society for Folk Narrative R e d )  
hlm://wWw.foh . arg . uSPNR/ 

AAA (American Anthropological Association) 



"By the Skin of My Teeth": Presenting at FSAC in York University 
May, 2006 

Lisa Machin 

I have always w o d d  about the 
origim of kt phmse, as if hQs h the 
skrfus quo for iust a bout everything in my 
slats of affairs for quib some time now. I 
w a s s o w r y p k d  io beablebgoto 
Toronto for this yeah FSAC Conference, 
with the Idp of uniwity funding. tt wlas 

the firsf conference psenhiion 1 had 
done in more than kn years. As o full- 
rime mom and a student in ilw few stolen 
hours I could manage uwwy from my 
c h i h n ,  I had not been able b get it 
?cgefher until now to even imagine 
presenting a paper, and now so wry 
near the completion of my thesis, I thought 
this an ideal op-nity fo get it "out 
there". 

My pupw w s  scMuled for h 
last morning of the conference, May 2 9 .  
I was shying with my aunt, in downbwn 
Toruntor and I leh the house at about 7 
a.m. R wms a beautiful morning. As t 
roundd the aomer on b Roncewalles, 
my cell p h  rang - it wlas my husband 
Mike calling from St. John's to inform me 
that the TTC flomnfo Tmnsit &mission) 
operators were on a wildcat strike, and 
 hot oB the -tears, ssubwlays and buses 
WE not running! I nearly dropped the 
phone. 1 hung up and begun walking in 
the direction of the Dudes West Shtion, 
hand ouishmkhed lo hail a cabt and 
while dialling the few iuxi numbers I 
knew. I walked like hut for about two 
)lours in 37' C heat, without seeing even 
one ~ o o n t  k x i  coming k a slop and with 
only Q busy signal on my phone. 
Reoehing the comer of Oundas West and 
K d ,  I saw a taxi coming to a sPop with 
no one in it and so I ran across the m d ,  

Befwe I could ewn ask if I mdd get in, the 
driver poi& ahead of him and I saw a 
woman on the o h  side of the intersettion thcrt 
had a red and &k e o h e  bag. I was  
saved I 

I called out and wwd my mbrenceb 
program and she mentioned for me IO come 
over. Reuching the 0 t h  sidq I suw a young 
man explaining k the driver *re we wre 
going. The hd driwr hurriedly explained that 
he woukl not go to York, something about the 
fraffie and d u d  k bke w. The young man 
apologized and iumped into the cab and leh 
the woman a d  I dunding h - mouths 
gaping. looking at my watch I saw it w s  
9:30 a.m. and my p a p  W O ~  schduled for 
10:30 a.m. My spirits began io sag. I wus 
going ia miss my paper pmntcrtion if I ddn't 
get a taxi soon! My new fried and I 
introduced oursehs and b a n  to rewme kxi 
ftagging - s b  was working the b k  fair on 
campus and 1 exp la id  a b u t  my paper, At 
about 9:45 a m ,  her phone rang - her father 
calling b c k k  on her, and miracle of 
mimchsD k was only two Mocks awny in his 
car. We arrived at the York aompw at about 
10: 15 a.m. Afjmr saying thank you a b u t  f i i  
times, I rrrn fhrwrgh earnpus k gat fo my 
presentation, and a m d  hot and exkusted, 
10 minutes before fhe panel would begin, but 
wry thankful I was not tlw first person to 
p-nt. I think I began to shake even more 
when I stood up fo speak, as I mlixed that I 
had indeed made it h e ,  "by the skin of my 
teeth," Composing myself, 1 realized I had ID 

keep going, and tfiat it didn't matter how I got 
there, and k t  all h e  years of hard and 
enthusiastic work was loo imptiant to me k 
give up now. 
- fiw Madin 



Notable and Newsworthy 
MUN Folklore Students Make their Mark 

Ph.D. Candidate Jodi -avid has accepted a position as archivist fbr the Beaton htitute 
Amhiw at Cape Breton University in Au-, As wchivkg she is in charge a f c o d t y  
ouareacb, acquiring and pmervbg coIIections, and providing leadership to the &. This is no 
d feat as tbere are over 1.5 km ofrecords, including 1500 videos, 2000 maps and plmq 3500 
sound 60,000 photographs and hundreds of hnds. In In spare time she is J w  
teaching an idepmdent study Public Sector m s e  with an e m p W  on archival work. To m 
the Beaton hstitute Archives can be viewed online at: htta:/heatot~uccb.ns.~ome .  ah^ . 

Ph. D. Candidate Ian Brodie is now the Chair of the &&age and culture hparbmt at Cape 
Breton University. 

Ph.D. Candidate Jon h was &d in August to fiand Lpmetk. Aside from this won- 
occasion, Jon m d y  published his h t  bmk of poetry. Co#ons! 

Ph. D. Student Amber R i w n  was d e d  in August to ftancd Andtew. ~ ~ a t i o n s !  

Ph. D. Studmt Tam Simmonds was b e d  in August to h c 4  Clarke. CmgmuMo~s!  

Ph. D. Student Sarah Moore wdcomed a new addition to her firmily, a 4 bs., 6 oz., mttllrrture 
. . 

schnauzer, Rudy, who arrived in N t d b m h d  in July. Rudy is now 10 b., 2 oz., completely 
crate trained and a n  do "sit" "come" "downw "porw" and "no" (sometha). 

Do you have something exciting to sham with the -? Contact Tmmbion at 
cuhm@hm.ca with the word TrmmWon" in tbe title. 

Barbara Gavinesa 

Katherine Stout 

Emily  Urqu hart 

Catherine Wiseman 

Welcome New Students! 

Ph.D. 
Betty Jo Brannan 

Joy b s e r  

KaAie King 

Lynn Matte 

Maureen Power 

Puja Sahnay 



Summer Research 
Rita Colavineem0 

This past sumw I attended three dEaetlt conkrams before hal ing to Ireland to begin 
w c h  for my Master's thesis. 1 attended the FoHrlore Studia Asmiation of Canah (FSAC) 
rrmeeting at York University, the bt anad CCanadian Amciation fbr Food Studies (CAFS) 
~ ( a l s o ~ ~ f ~ S o c i a l ~ a n d ~ ~ ~ r t t Y ~ * ) , a n d ~ ~ o n  

for the Study of Food and Society (ASFS) 
meting in Boston- I gave Merent versions 
ofa paper entitled "Peasant Food in 
Dkguhe: Chme as a Class Indicator," based 
on my work experience in the cheese 
bu* in Wadhgkon D.C. At each 
co*ellce I faund an engaged audience and 
was excited that my paper gemmed interest 
h m  diverse academic fields. I was 
partiddy surprised to fmd my name in the 
National Post as well as to receive etnolils 
&om an individual from British C o W i  
working with raw milk cheese producers as 
well as one %om Harpers m e .  

In the latter part of the summer, I did r d  in Ireland at Uni- College Dublin in the 
J m  Delargy Center for Irish Folldore for my hhstds thesh on Irish fhd &re, Here I began 

through the index cards on particular Irish foodst& while attempting to jog my memory 
fbr the correct Irish-Gwk word for terms like 'shore @ha&& (cnuwmh th) and cheese (cais)i 
I al- my archival mmdi with visits to Irish markets to smpe out p d a h  fbod 
producers. The markets I visited ranged from the Dubh area (Temple Bar to Howtb) to 
ones in West Cork in the t o w  of Sfu'bkman and S W .  I 
lrlso spoke with individuals from the West Cork area. T h e  
itacfuded one man who produce8 Ummera Smoked Irish 
Salmon (wild and organic) and a WOW whose M y  
produces Cakbeg Pork Products, made from h e  range pigs. 
Both are involved in the West Cork Slow Food Moment 
and actively support the maintenance oftraditional Irish fbads 
products. 

X p b ~ ~ t o ~ d i n t h e ~ ~ m i a g y m t o ~ ~ ~ e m y  
field work and the& writing where I will fbcus on the current 
revival offbod as a cuhural tourist attraction, parti* in 
the west Cork area. 



Folklore Department M u a t e  Student Positions 
Lynn 

Them are a variety of positions now adable for students to fjll for the 200647 year. T'he jobs 
wver s wide range of in- and o@r int- opportunities to get involved with the 
department and campus life. The individual who filled the position in the patit year is Iisted in 
brackets. 

Graduate Review CommWe Reps 
PBD (Andrea Kitta), M A  meniten Hill - no longer in town) 
This is a d q m t m d  committee that includes f a d y  and students. The committee makes 
decisions abaut the Graduate level programs inchuliog what coursa will be on oEm - stud& 
input here is essentisll 

Ambive Sub-Committee Gmdnate Reps 
<- -1 MA @-her G g l  

This committee bas iuput into how the archive is nm, initiatives to obtain funding for the archive 
a n d h o w t o ~ g r a d  studentsw~~inthearchive .  

MUNFT, Publicatiom - Edirirrl Boud Graduate Rep (Andrea Kitta) 
The department is ~ ~ l e  fbr a nuder of publications {which grad students can purchase 
through the department office for n discount!). This committee works on new publications and 
reprinting old h. 

Mary A GrErtbs Memodal Bunmy Awud Committee Gxlad Reps 
(Ly& DmeXuk & B m t  Slade) 
This mmnhtee determines those who will be awarded the Mmy G d X b  Bursary. They review 
applicati~1~, People s i t h g  on the camittee obviough. cannot make ddsbns  h u t  applications 
they themeha have submitted. The award is given to students who wiil be performing 
P J ~ u n W w m d m &  

F a d e  Meetings Grad Rep (Lynda Daneliuk) 
The Wty holds monthly meethgs. The Rep is not able to sit in on dl ma#ers of discussion but 
is naeant to pment my graduate student concerns to the f a d y .  

Spaee Cadet (Jed Baker) 
The Space Cadet is responsible fbr maintaioing graduate student spws.These include the 
k h h e n / c I h h w ~  photompy area, the ~ c o ~ e r  space and the mdbxltelephone ma as 
weU as the two graduate student o @ m  located in Feild H d  (above Bitters). The Space Cadet 
ames  that people do their dishes, that there is dish soap avaiable by mfidhg bmtims for its 
p w c k  and that the areas stay clan and tidy. This person also has the opportunity to ask 
stud- how these spaces can be improved and search fbr funds to m& those changes happen. 

GSU Repmntative (Jed Baker) 
The Graduate Students' Union meets monthly on a 'hdq ev-. The Board of Directors is 
comprised ofa Graduate student qmmtat ive  from each department as well as ibe Executive 
members. h is w e d d  that our d e ~ ~  haw r e p r e d o n  on this board. The Board 



controls the GSU funds and otkm o p p o ~ e s  to sit on committees dl across campus. A 
$50 per term honorarium is availab1t to the repmentathe ifthey attend all meetings in rt term 
(4-5) and sit on no less thm two wmmittees. Not too shabby! 

Brown Bag 'Cnneh Coordinator (Sarah Moore) 
B~1wnbag]Luncbesafeorganized&Ucsthat~eplactareekdays~12md2(either121 
or 1-2). Students have the opportunity to give pmmtations or sit in on the presentations of 
other$. Presenters inc1ude audas, fhcuhy and invited guests. Tbe -or liaseswith Cindy 
and Sharon to book s p m  fbr presentatom and solicits presenters. 

Grad- Student Coordinator @sthe Nobe) 
This -OR M e s  wordhating graduate skmdent meetings, events, new incoming students 
liaison 

Wand Instructom Rep (Jon Lm) 
This p m n  should be a s e f i s i d  k twbr  - PhD students time to step up! This person mediates 
on behalf of all sessional instructors to the department. 

Graduate Curridurn Reps 
f hD (Arme LdIkty), MA (Brent SIade) 
These students have input into program requhmts and how the department am best m w  tbe 
needs of pdw* studarts as far as course off- and tirnetsblw. 

Lf you are interested in my of the above psitiow or have questions, please f a d  free to contad 
the depbnerrt, my& or the person w b  previously med the position These positions should be 
f&d as mm as possiiIe, Everyone is invited to meet on Monday, the 25th d September in 
W-4051 at 12:a pm. 

Folklore Society 

The MUN Folkbre Socieiy is a student osgwnuation for all &dents, from undergraduates to 
dockml candidak, who ore e i h r  pursuing F o b m  Shdies, or who are intereskd in learning 
more abouf folklore, elhnography, ethnomusicobgy, petfomnce a d  general cuhvml -dies. 
The Society hoh a va* of exciting events each year which allow &dent to get to know one 
another, including mixers, fundmha and movie nights. Evenis for he 
2006-2007 academic ysor inelude a Halloween Mixer, Anti-Valenfine's d 
Day Mixer, Mary Gtiffifhs Bursary Fundraker, Chrimas Pa*, various 
movie and event nights, charity fvndraisers, community o u h c h  
progmm, and our 2nd Annual Day of Interdisciplinary Papn a mini- I 
conference which had its inception in November 2005. 

Wakh out for the upcwnina annual Halkwe'en mixer - d m  T M !  



About Transmission . . . 
Transmission is an mcasional publication. 
Submissions muy be sent at any time and 
will be included in the next issue. We 
welcome shod v s ,  reviews, notes & 
queries, as well as news from folklore 
departments and fellow travellers across 
Canuda. 

Correspondence may be sent to: 
Cuhre & T m d M  
Merorial UniversiIy d Newfoundland 
Box 21, Hickman Btdg. 
St. John's, NL 
A1C 5S7 

Editm Sarah Moore 
Contributors: Rita Cdovincenzo, Andrea 
Kitta, Lisa Mochin, Lynn Matte, Sarah 
Moore, Jan Tulk. 
Technical Assisbnce: Cuhre & fmdifion, 
Department of Folklore, Memorial 
Un Mi of Newfoundland 

Email us at: whureGhun,oo 
Check wt our webpage: 
-.we& mun.eo/-cutture 
for k k  issues and more. 

. 

We are hoping to make this newsletter 
available to undergraduates and have if 
provide people with useful and timely 
information. We enmuraga 
undergraduates to contact us if thy are 
interested in getting involved with the 
newsletter, through writing, orpisotion, 
brainstorming, or handing out issues in 
their classes. Email cuhute@mvn.ca 
wifh subiect heading "Transmission." 

We're i n t e r d  in receiving any feedback 
or critiques. Let us know what we con do 
for you! Simply contact us at 
cuhudhmun.ea with su4ec1 heading 
II Transmission." 

Anonymous questions can be sent to us at 
any time. Please mention in your email if 
you wish to remain anonymous. 

Submit rwenf achiwememis, an ah& 
from a conference paper, a short stakment 
of r-rch interests. 

Submit selections of intenriew transcripis 
for publication (please ensum that you 
have pepmission from intaviewees). 


