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POSC 2300
Comparative Politics

Fall 2011: slot 4, MWF, 11-11:50; ED-2018A
D. Close
SN-2044; 864-8174; dclose@mun.ca; 
Office hours: MWF, 3-4; Th, 1-3:30; or by appointment
Course webpage: http://www.mun.ca/~dclose/index.html
People who are interested in politics make comparisons on various levels. They may compare leaders, institutions—formal and informal, different polities, the same polity at different times or regimes—general forms of rule and political organization. As a sub-field of political science, comparative politics systematizes and formalizes these analyses. It does so in several ways. One is via the detailed, conceptually guided description of different polities, processes and institutions. A second is built around focused analyses of carefully selected polities or elements or characteristics of polities that aim at elucidating a concept or resolving a conundrum. Comparative politics also embraces large-N studies that search for patterns of behaviour that are exhibited by identifiable groups of polities.
POSC 2300 for Fall 2011 focuses on the comparison of political regimes. It does so by using one example of a constitutional democratic regime, Spain; and one of a hybrid regime, Venezuela, which exhibits the traits of both democracy and authoritarianism. The course’s objective is to initiate you into the ways of comparative politics, while you learn something of the operational logics of two political systems. 

ADMINISTRATIVE
Texts

NB: Look for these online. You may also find used copies online. Start now!

Corrales and Penfold, Dragon in the Tropics.
Gunther and Montero, The Politics of Spain.

Siaroff, Comparing Political Regimes.
Online

Spanish Constitution, www.senado.es/constitu_i/indices/consti_ing.pdf
Venezuelan Constitution, www.analitica.com/bitblioteca/venezuela/constitucion_ingles.pdf
Assignments
Paper 1

  7 October



25%

Term test 1

21 October



16⅔%
Paper 2

21 November



25%

Term test 2

exam period



33⅓%

Details on papers

You have two short (5 to 7 pages, 1500 to 2000 words) papers due in this course, each one worth 25 percent of the term grade. Late papers not accompanied by a valid and legitimate excuse will be subject to a penalty of three (3) points per day.
The first paper, due October 7, asks you compare one political institution or political issue in Spain with the same institution or issue in another developed democracy. You must have ten (10) academic sources (see below), at least six (6) of which must be from outside your assigned readings and a total of four (4) must be on Spain. You may choose any of the usual formal state institutions, or how a political problem is approached, or how history has shaped the state’s political system. 
The second paper, due November 21, asks you to take Venezuela as the prototype of a hybrid regime and compare it to a conventional constitutional democratic regime, other than Spain. You must have ten (10) academic sources (see below), at least six (6) of which must be from outside your assigned readings and a total of four (4) must be on Venezuela. This is a question about regimes, so you have to define a regime denotatively and connotatively, and centre your analysis on what makes the current Venezuelan regime different from that of your chosen constitutional democracy.
What counts as an academic source? Two of them are obvious: books and articles from academic journals. However, newspapers of record, ones that try to cover all significant events – even if not neutrally (Globe and Mail, New York Times, The Guardian, Daily Telegraph, etc.) – and serious newsmagazines (Economist, Maclean’s, Newsweek, Time) also belong. Excluding sources from the latter two classes would make it impossible to treat recent phenomena, such as the Indignado movement in Spain. 
Details on tests
The first term test will consist of short, roughly one-paragraph answers in which you define and indicate the significance of a selection of terms. The second term test will have a take-home essay question, worth half the value of the exam, in addition to the definitions. It will ask you to indicate, in 600 to 900 words, three themes that you would use to compare Spain and Venezuela, and explain why you would use those three. I shall provide more details in November.
OUTLINE

[R]: on reserve
Additional readings may be added during the term.
Topic 1: Introducing Comparative Politics

(Weeks 1-3)

Lim, Doing Comparative Politics, Ch.2 [R]

Siaroff, Chs. 1, 3
Williamson, Skocpol, and Coggins, “The Tea Party and the Remaking of Republican Conservatism” Perspectives on Politics, 9:1 (March 2011), 25-43; available online through Library.

Miranda, What Do People on the Right Think? Citizen and Elite Values and Opinions in Latin America. Nashville, TN: Vanderbilt University Latin American Public Opinion Project, 8/1/2011, http://www.vanderbilt.edu/lapop/insights2011.php.

Topic 2: Constitutional Democracies
(Weeks 4-7)
Background
Siaroff, Chs. 5, 10
Gunther and Montero, Ch. 1

Institutions
Siaroff, Ch. 6

Gunther and Montero, Chs. 2, 6

Parties and Elections

Siaroff, Ch. 7

Gunther and Montero, Chs. 4-5

Centralization vs. Decentralization

Siaroff, Ch. 8

Gunther and Montero, Ch. 3

Term test 1

Topic 3: Authoritarian Regimes

(Week 8)
Siaroff, Ch. 9
Levitsky and Way, “The Rise of Competitive Authoritarianism.” Journal of Democracy. 13:2 (April 2002), 51-65.
Topic 4: Hybrid Regimes
(Weeks 9-13)
Overview
Diamond, “Thinking About Hybrid Regimes.” Journal of Democracy. 13:2 (April 2002), 21-35.
Siaroff, Chs. 2, 10

Corrales and Penfold, Ch. 1

Building a Hybrid Regime
Corrales and Penfold, Ch. 2

Close, “Undoing Democracy in Nicaragua,” in Undoing Democracy: The Politics of Electoral Caudillismo. Edited by David Close and Kalowatie Deonandan, 1-16. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2004. [R]
Governing a Hybrid Regime
Corrales and Penfold, Chs. 3-5

A Populist Hybrid

Corrales and Penfold, Ch. 6

Constitutional Democracies versus Hybrids
Resources
Academic – online through library

Comparative Politics

Comparative Political Studies

Journal of Democracy

There are also a number of journals that have a specialized area focus; e.g., Western Europe, Latin America, Africa, etc.

General, useful to follow current events – full editions online through library

New York Times
International Herald Tribune – overseas edition of NYT
Washington Post

The Guardian

Daily Telegraph
Globe and Mail
Economist

Maclean’s

Newsweek

Time
The following have pretty well full access without subscriptions.

Miami Herald – very useful for Latin America

Los Angeles Times

The Independent (UK)
The Irish Times

Style guide
In-text citations 
(Source: Style Guide for Mapping Politics, the Memorial University Political Science Student Journal, http://journals.library.mun.ca/mp_styleguide.pdf)

References to direct quotations, statistics, paraphrases or ideas borrowed from published 

work immediately follow the borrowed item: generally, the author’s last name, the year of 

publication and the relevant page number(s), depending on what information precedes the 

reference in the text. When citing page numbers from 100 and up, it is not necessary to 

repeat the first numeral in the last page referenced if it is the same as the first-page numeral 

cited; that is, 100-23, rather than 100-123.

• If the author’s name is in the text, it is omitted in the reference. If the reference is to a 

complete work, page numbers are not required. For example:

According to Alan Cairns, “the electoral system has been an important factor 

in the evolution of the Canadian party system” (1968: 78).

Alan C. Cairns’s study of the impact of the electoral system on political parties 

(1968) concludes....

Electoral systems are not neutral (Cairns, 1968). 

• If a reference involves two authors, both names should be included. For example,

“...one cannot deny that Canada’s political parties are facing serious 

challenges to their presumed monopoly on the linkage function” (Tanguay and 

Gagnon, 1996: 3).

• If a reference has more than two authors, the first author’s last name should be followed by 

“et al.” For example,

The effect of identification with governing parties on feelings of efficacy and 

trust has received attention (Lambert et al., 1986).

• If there is more than one reference in the manuscript to the same author(s) and the same 

year of publication, insert  a, b, c, and so forth following the year. For example,

... (Lambert et al., 1986a). ...(Lambert et al., 1986b).

• When more than one source is to be included in a single citation, they are listed preferably 

in alphabetical order, separated by semi-colons. If the list is not exhaustive, but 

representative of the literature, the list of names and dates should be preceded by the phrase 

“for example.”

Though the number of scholars who have addressed the question is small, the 

evidence is compelling (for example, Irvine, 1974; Irvine and Gold, 1980; 

Johnston, 1985; Meisel, 1967, 1975). 

• Also, a brief phrase might be inserted within the parentheses, such as

... (but see Lambert et al., 1986a).

• The citation of an institution should precede the information itself. Also, references that 

lack an author’s name require the name of the institution that sponsored the reference. For an 

example of each,

Municipal data (City of St. Catharines, 1982: 2) indicate that property tax 

rates....

• References to court cases should contain sufficient information within the text to connect 

the reader with the item in the list of references at the end of the manuscript. For example,

The Supreme Court of Canada has also rejected the limitations of a “political 

question” doctrine that would put executive decisions in foreign policy and 

defence matters largely beyond judicial review (Operation Dismantle v. The 

Queen, 1985).

Of particular note is Justice Thurgood Marshall’s argument against capital 

punishment (U.S. Supreme Court, Gregg v. Georgia, 1976).

•  References to sources on the Internet should approximate as much as possible 

conventional formats regarding printed sources, indicating when the site was last revised or •  References to sources on the Internet should approximate as much as possible 

conventional formats regarding printed sources, indicating when the site was last revised or 

when you last accessed the site. For example,

The survey employed by the election study team of 2000 (Blais, André et al. 

ces.html, July 20, 2001) included these questions.

•  References to sources from magazines or newspapers should approximate as much as 

possible conventional formats regarding other types of printed sources, including the author 

and the date. For example, in the case of an editorial, 

As casualties mounted, Canadians began to question the wisdom of the 

mission (Toronto Star, 2007).

Similarly, in the case of an article written by a journalist,

Peter Donolo noted that neither Mr. Harper nor Mr. Dion connects with 

audiences at an emotional level (Taber, 2008).

Reference List
Only references cited in the text are to be included in the list titled “References” at the end of 

the manuscript.

•  The list should be in alphabetical order (Treat Mc as Mac. Surnames containing, for 

example, De, de la, or  Von, should be listed under D or V).

•Names should be in upper and lower case.

•When several references have the same author(s), the name should be repeated each 

time and the list should be in chronological order. If the list includes several references 

by the same author in the same year, distinguishing between or among them by 

adding a letter to the date of publication (for example, 2002a, 2002b, and so forth).

•In co-authored references, all authors’ full names must be included as they 

appear in the work being referenced.

•Generational references in names, such as Jr or II, should be listed following 

the given name and a comma. For example,

Rockefeller, John D., III, [the rest of the reference].

Here are some examples of how to cite different types of material. Titles of publications 

should be italicized rather than underlined.

Books

Archer, Keith, Roger Gibbins, Rainer Knopff and Leslie Pal. 1995. Parameters of Power: 

Canada’s Political Institutions. Scarborough: Nelson.

Atkinson, Michael M., ed. Governing Canada : Institutions and Public Policy.1993. Toronto: 

Harcourt Brace Jovanovich Canada.

Locke, John. 1965. The Reasonableness of Christianity, ed. George W. Ewing. Chicago: 

Regnery.

Macpherson C. B.. 1962. The Political Theory of Possessive Individualism. Oxford: Clarendon

Press.

Chapter in an edited book

Bennett, Colin J. and Robin Bayley. 1999. “The New Public administration of Information: 

Canadian Approaches to Access and Privacy.” In Public Administration and Policy: Governing 

in Challenging Times, ed. Martin W. Westmacott and Hugh P. Mellon. Scarborough: PrenticeHall.

Journal article

Salazar, Debra J. and Donald K. Alper. 2002. “Reconciling Environmentalism and the Left: 

Perspectives on Democracy and Social Justice in British Columbia’s Environmental 

Movement.” Canadian Journal of Political Science 35: 527-66.

Conference paper

Nesbitt-Larking, Paul. 1994. “The 1992 Referendum and the 1993 Federal Election in Canada: 

Patterns of Protest.” Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Canadian Political Science 

Association, Calgary.
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