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POSC 3315: Latin American Politics
ED-3030, MWF, 2-3

Instructor: D. Close

SN-2044; dclose@mun.ca; 864-8174; http://www.ucs.mun.ca/~dclose/index.html
Office hours: M, 3-4, WF, 12:30-1:40; or by appointment
Introduction
Political Science 3315 is an introduction to Latin American politics. It presumes no prior knowledge of Latin America. The course is organized around issues and themes, but illustrates these with concrete cases. In Winter 2012, the cases will most frequently be drawn from Nicaragua, Cuba, Uruguay and Argentina. As well, this edition of 3315 will compare the histories of both authoritarian and democratic governments in Latin America. The requirements are similar to those of other third-year courses in the department. 
Texts

Close, Latin American Politics: an Introduction
Drake, Between Anarchy and Tyranny

Lewis, Authoritarian Regimes in Latin America
[You may be able to find used copies of all the above online.]

Assignments





Date



Value
Paper proposal



February 3


10%

Test




February 17


16 ⅔%

Term paper



March 19


40%

Final exam



TBA



33⅓%

Details

Proposal: Every student will present a proposal for the term paper that he or she wishes to prepare. IF A PROPOSAL IS NOT SUBMITTED AND ACCEPTED I SHALL NOT READ YOUR TERM PAPER. The proposal should have the following basic form.

1. Indentify the country you wish to study and indicate why you want to study it. You can do this in two paragraphs, a page at most.

2. Give a short account of what the existing literature says about your country. How have other people analyzed it? What have they said about it? How much material bears directly on your topic? How much material have you found that treats it collaterally? This can be general background or material that addresses more specifically themes that interest you. You should have at least 10 sources, beyond your text. This will probably be the longest section of the proposal, running two to three pages. Note that the review articles from the Latin American Research Review that I have assigned give you a model for what a literature review looks like.
3. Indicate the kinds of sources you will use. This will go beyond your literature review, because you will have to find material that lets you bring your analysis up to date. You will probably have books and articles from your literature review, plus magazine and newspaper articles, reports (e.g. a UNDP country survey), video clips, and the like that you use to bring your study up to date.
4. Present a brief schematic outline that shows how you will structure your study. You are not bound to follow this, but it helps me to see if you are missing anything important.

Term Paper
1. Topic: The paper must be a country study. You choose one country and present the information that you think is necessary to properly analyze and understand its politics. Obviously, you cannot do this in great depth, so you should concentrate on selecting one or two important themes and concepts that can guide someone who wants to know more about the country you have studied. 

2. Length: Regular, third-year paper length, around 3500 words. Shoot for roughly 12 to 14 pages of text, double-spaced, 12-point font.

3. Citations and References: The Department prefers CPSA style. That means parenthetical, in-text citations.  You may use footnotes to explain a point in more detail, however. In fact, doing so is often a good idea.

4. Content: Obviously this will vary by country and with your specific interests. However, there are a few constants that everyone will have to touch on.

a. History: Not in-depth but a summary survey to show how a country developed its political institutions, preferences, and culture.

b. Formal political institutions, current: This comprehends the machinery of government, parties, and probably the media.

c. Informal political institutions, current: This is trickier, but you want to note things like a tendency for the military to have intervened in politics or for personalistic parties to dominate. These would emerge from your historical survey.

d. Key political actors, current: Who counts and why.

e. Main political issues, domestic and international: What do people worry about? What do politicians focus on? What’s happening in 2012 and why does it matter?
5. Structure: You may find it useful to employ headings and sub-headings. Please use either CPSA or Chicago style. They are quite similar.
Final examination

This will have two equally weighted parts. One will be a second term test, like your mid-term but based on material covered since them. The second part is a take-home. You are to write a short – roughly 1000 words or three or four (3-4) pages – review comparing the Drake and Lewis books. The review will at an intelligent, well-educated non-specialist who is interested in Latin America. We shall discuss this in class. The paper is due at the final exam 
Outline

Note: Except where a URL is given, all journal articles are available online through the library. 
1. Getting started

Close, ch. 1 
2. History

Close, ch. 2; Drake, ch.1; Lewis, intro and ch.1.
3. History’s legacies
a. Elites: Close, ch. 3; Drake, ch.2; Lewis, chs. 2-3; Wolf,  2009, “Subverting Democracy: Elite Rule and the Limits to Political Participation in Post War El Salvador,” Journal of Latin American Studies (JLAS), 41, 419-65.
b. Political style and substance: Close, ch. 4; Drake, chs. 3-5; Lewis, chs. 4-5
4. Contemporary politics

a. Political change: Close, ch. 5; Drake, ch. 6; Lewis, chs. 6-7; Vilas, 2008,  “Turning to the Left? Understanding Some Unexpected Events in Latin America,” Whitehead Journal of Diplomacy and International Relations, Winter/Spring 2008, www.journalofdiplomacy.org.
Mid-term
b. Institutions and Machinery of government: Close, ch. 6; Kapiszewski and Taylor, 2008, “Doing Courts Justice?”  Perspectives on Politics, 6:4, 741-67; Crabtree, 2010,“Democracy without Parties? Some Lessons from Peru,” JLAS, 42, 357-82; Wolf, 2009, “Maras Transnacionales: Origins and Transformation of Central American Street Gangs,” LARR, 45:1, 256-265. 

c. Democracy: Close, ch. 7; Drake, chs. 7-8; Lewis, chs. 8-9;Lehoucq, 2008, “The Third Wave,” Latin American Research Review (LARR), 43:1, 245-54, Economist Intelligence Unit, Democracy Index, 2011, online at www.eiu .com; look for Democracy Index; must register.
5. Policy Areas

a. Economic: Close, ch. 8; Coatsworth, “Inequality, Institutions and Economic Growth in Latin America,” JLAS, 40, 545-69; Faegri and Wise, 2011, “Economic and Fiscal Policy in Latin America” LARR 46:1. 240-250.
b. International Economics: Close, ch. 9; Gallagher and Porzecanski, 2008, “China Matters: China’s Economic Impact in Latin America,: LARR, 43:1, 185-200.
c. International Relations: Close, ch. 10; Weeks, 2009, “Recent Works on U.S.—Latin American Relations,” LARR, 44:1, 247-56; O’Brien, 2009, “Interventions, Conventional and Unconventional: Current Scholarship on Inter-American Relations,” LARR, 44:1, 256-65;  Leogrande, 2010, “Cranky Neighbors: 150 Years of U.S.-Cuban Relations,” LARR, 45:2, 217-227.
6. Latin America in Comparative Perspective

Close, ch. 11; Lewis, ch. 10
Other readings may be added if and where necessary.
Online sources

Instead of providing the URL, I’ll give you just the name. You can Google that and go the site.

LANIC, Latin American Information Service: the best and most inclusive. Mostly in Spanish or Portuguese but a fair bit in English.

Political Database of the Americas: Basic laws, some interpretation, some in English.

For general economic and social data try:

UNDP, United Nations Development Program, and look for the Human Development Report. There are also a lot of regional and national development reports that might help, although most of the Latin American ones aren’t in English. Free on UNDP website.
CEPAL, UN Economic Commission for Latin America: has almost everything in English. Free.
World Development Report, World Bank: Lots of data; access through Library to get it free.

Newspapers and magazines, English:

New York Times, must register, free

Washington Post, must register, free

Miami Herald, must register, free—usually has the most + good columnists like Andres     Oppenheimer.

LA Times,  free

The Guardian, The Independent, and The Telegraph have less than the US papers but offer a different perspective.

Magazines: Economist, Time, Newsweek Maclean’s; all have a fair bit free online and the first three cover Latin America reasonably well.
In library: Latin American Weekly Review; held for a year only.

NACLA Report on the Americas, online, left-leaning, good coverage.
French:

Le Monde, mostly free; some material
Spanish:

From Spain, El Pais, mostly free; lots of material; has an English weekly that’s mostly about Spain
There are good papers in most countries. If you read Spanish or Portuguese and want to use those sources please check with me. Most have everything free online and a number have pretty thorough archives. 

What goes for papers also applies to magazines, although there are fewer of these and most offer only a limited selection of articles for free. 
There are lots of blogs, including some in English. Some are good, some are tendentious, some are rants. No surprise there.
