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Purpose

To present early findings from year one of a 
three-year study related to the practice of       
e-teachers in the high school, distance
education classroom.  

To consider the findings in relation to  Moore’s 
Transactional Distance Theory (TDT).
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Virtual schooling model 12:  
Students attend physical schools in 

their communities while taking 
CDLI courses

Courses follow           
provincial curriculum



St. Peter's School 13

Black Tickle, Labrador
population = 229

3 high school students
enrolled in distance courses: 
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Canadian History   
Communications Technology

                       
School          
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St. Mark's School 14

King’s Cove, Newfoundland 
population = 159

School          
population =                  
167 K-12 students
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Moore’s TDT tenets 20
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Methodology
Participants

15 e-teachers 
1 director
1 former director
3 support personnel

Data collection
online synchronous semi-
structured interviews
member checking & validation



Online synchronous interviews



Methodology

Data analysis
open coding

grounded theory
axial coding

use of MAXqda2TM

qualitative analysis software



Findings
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Findings: Professional collaboration



Findings: Community building 



Findings: Community building 



Findings: Personal connections



Discussion





TDT concepts in a context of               
virtual schooling
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TDT in a context of virtual schooling
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Conclusion
TDT concepts need revision

to account for
changes in 
behaviors,  

relationships  
& 

preoccupations

to reflect 
unique 

requirements  
distance education 

in 
high-school 

contexts

in light of  
technologies 
that render 
distance 

increasingly
irrelevant 



Investigate temporal
distance as it relates to 

learner autonomy

Years 2 & 3

Compare practices 
related to 

asynchronous 
vs. synchronous 

teaching & learning   
Explore role of & 

strategies for Direct 
Messaging 
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