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OBIS Provides …

• Marine species data 
records from around the 
world including: museum 
collections, management 
agencies, research 
institutions, etc.

• All locations where an 
organism was found, and 
all organisms found at a  
location.

• Software tools to use 
these data effectively for 
research, management 
and education.



Sample WWW

Products



http://gcmd.nasa.gov/KeywordSearch/Home.do?Portal=OBIS&MetadataType=0

OBIS Portal on Global Change Master Directory OBIS Enriched Discovery Metadata

Discovery Metadata



OBIS Technology

• Distributed datasets connected via DiGIR and 

the OBIS Schema, an extension to the Darwin 

Core V2.

• Data are regularly crawled and cached locally 

(and indexed) to improve performance.

• Quality Control

– Names are matched against the Catalog of Life

– Questionable points (on land, 0-0) are returned to the 

data provider for checking

– Dataset without metadata will not be posted



OBIS Record Schema

• What (Taxonomic name): genus, species, 
subspecies, authority, family, order....

• Where: latitude, longitude, depth, place name, 
precision

• When: month, day, year, time of collection

• Who: collector, identifier, dataset name, 
institution serving dataset

• How Many: number caught, number preserved

• Other: source of record, life stage, type status, 
etc.



Monthly Web Usage Statistics
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User Needs Assessment Survey

0 5 10 15 20 25

assess effects of oil spill in support of a natural resource

disaster assessment

determine most appropriate response to an oil spill

pre-spill planning and post-spill analysis

help enforce coastal habitat protection policy

support marine species protection policy

plan and support rescue operations

assess impact from vessels and marine traffic

support cable and pipeline development

support conservation public relations

pollution studies

environmental impact assessments

social impact assessments

human health assessments

We will soon conduct a multi-lingual user needs assessment 

survey as a basis for attaining self sufficiency by 2010. 

Please visit www.iobis.org and participate.
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http://marinebiodiversity.ca/OBISCanada



Authoritative, Discoverable, 

Accessible, Interoperable

Coming Soon: 

Desktop access for ‘R’

Statistical Environment



Overview of Marine Fisheries Data
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Observer Discovery Metadata



OBIS Usage Agreement
1. Acknowledge use of specific records from 

contributing databases in the form appearing in 

'Citation' field (if any); and acknowledge use of OBIS 

facility:

For data used: Author, initials. Database title. 

Retrieved [date accessed] from www.iobis.org, for 

example: 

Stocks, K. SeamountsOnline: an online 

information system for seamount biology. 

Version 3.1. Retrieved [date] from 

www.iobis.org.

For OBIS website: Ocean Biogeographic 

Information System. [date accessed] 

www.iobis.org

2.  Provide obissupport@marine.rutgers.edu with full 

citation of any publication  (printed or electronic) that 

cites OBIS or any constituent part.

3.  Recognize limitations of data in OBIS 

Observer Data Access Request



OBIS is …

• operated by an international  team of data 

management experts

• based on internationally accepted 

metadata schemas

• currently serving ~10,000 unique visitors 

per month

• ready and able to serve the fisheries 

community 



THANK YOU ☺



http://www.marinebiodiversity.ca/OBI07/


